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REMARKS BY CONGRESSWOMAN BETTY MCCOL-
LUM—COMMUNITY PUBLIC TALK WITH THE TI-
BETAN AMERICAN FOUNDATION OF MINNESOTA
HONORING HIS HOLINESS THE 14TH DALAI LAMA
OF TIBET, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, JUNE 24,
2017
Good morning! I am so pleased to be here

with Minnesota’s strong and thriving Ti-

betan community.

I wish to thank the Tibetan American
Foundation of Minnesota for inviting me to
join you this morning.

Only one month ago—in May—I was in
Dharamsala, India as part of an official con-
gressional delegation led by the Democratic
Leader Nancy Pelosi. In Dharamsala my col-
leagues and I were humbled to be received
very warmly and graciously by His Holiness
the Dalai Lama. We had a very special visit
with His Holiness.

Today, it is our honor to welcome His Holi-
ness to Minnesota and his presence is a bless-
ing and inspiration for all of us.

Please accept my offer of strong support
for Tibetans in Minnesota and across the
U.S., for the Tibetan community in India
and Nepal, and all Tibetans living in exile.

The refugee experience, being forced from
ones homeland, fleeing violence and persecu-
tion, is a journey of loss, pain, and suffering.
You never forget home, but now you have a
second home and together we must make
this home in America one of safety, hope,
and opportunity.

We want this home to be welcoming for
your families and a place where you have the
freedom to maintain your culture, practice
your beliefs, and sustain your rich traditions
as Tibetans. I know firsthand the important
contributions Tibetan-Americans are mak-
ing here in Minnesota and I am grateful.
Your community makes Minnesota a strong-
er, better state.

In 2015, I was in Tibet, your homeland. I ex-
perienced the mountains, the thin air in my
lungs, and the warmth of the Tibetan people
I met. But, there was also the heavy burden
of a land that is not free. The people of Tibet
are not free.

Today, let us focus our minds, our hearts,
our prayers, and, as free people, let us work
to make the people of Tibet free. It is long
past time for China’s repression in Tibet to
end. The human rights abuses must stop. The
prisoners of conscience must be set free. The
destruction of Tibetan culture and the re-
pression of Buddhist monks and scholars
must stop.

With great sadness, I must tell you that
two weeks ago I received a letter from Chi-
na’s Counsel General in Chicago asking me
to refrain from ‘“‘any contact with the Dalai
Lama in any form.”” The letter called today’s
gathering a platform for a separatist plot.

There is no plot, only a path of peace and
dialogue. Let us follow His Holiness on that
path, a path to separate the Tibetan people
from political repression, a path to separate
Tibet from endless acts of cultural destruc-
tion, and a path to separate the political and
religious prisoners from their cells and their
suffering.

As a Member of Congress, I urge the Con-
gress and the President of the United States
to stand with the people of Tibet to promote
human rights, religious freedom, and a
meaningful political dialogue.

China is a powerful country. But, the
United States is a free and powerful country.
The United States must never abandon our
commitment to freedom, justice, and human
rights around the world. And, we must never
abandon the people of Tibet.

I will work in Congress to continue U.S.
funding for all Tibetan programs, scholar-
ships, and assistance for refugees. And, I will
work to pass H.R. 1872—the ‘‘Reciprocal Ac-
cess to Tibet Act of 2017.”
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Let me also urge President Trump to meet
directly with His Holiness the Dalai Lama
and listen to his wise and compassionate in-
sights. Mr. Trump needs to hear why ongoing
U.S. support for Tibet is vital.

The teachings of His Holiness are not only
wise, they are in the best interest of the
United States and of all of mankind. Let us
love our planet and work to stop climate
change. Let us welcome refugees and all who
flee violence and suffering whether Buddhist,
Christian or Muslim. Let us open our hearts
to the poor and the vulnerable—in our own
communities and around the world.

Minnesota is blessed by our Tibetan broth-
ers and sisters. And, today we are blessed by
the presence of His Holiness and his teach-
ings.

May peace be upon us all and may we fol-
low its path together.

Thank you.

————

HONORING NINE SOFTBALL PLAY-
ERS FOR RECEIVING ALL-STATE
HONORS

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it's my honor
to recognize nine exceptional young women
from Michigan’s First District who have been
recognized as All-State athletes in the state of
Michigan by the Michigan High School Softball
Coaches Association. Receipt of All-State
Honors signifies that these young women
dedicated themselves entirely, through count-
less hours of practice and preparation, to their
sport.

These outstanding young women may rep-
resent different schools and different teams,
but they all share a unique love of the game.
Onaway Cardinals pitcher Calley Selke, for in-
stance, earned the right to be called an All-
State athlete.

Additionally, the Alpena Wildcats took their
seventh straight Big North Conference title
with outfielder Liz Kendziorski and utility player
Jade Schultz represented among those who
earned All-State Honors.

The Rogers City Hurons had several players
who were selected to receive All-State Honors
including pitcher Jayna Hance, shortstop
Kayla Rabeau, third baseman Hannah Flem-
ing, outfielder Taylor Fleming, and designated
player Saige Wagner. These young women
led the Hurons to their sixth straight district
title and fourth regional title in five years.

Not to be outdone, the Indian River Inland
Lakes Bulldogs, a team that boasted two All-
State athletes of its own in pitcher Chloe Mal-
lory and catcher Pamela Braund, ultimately
prevailed as Division 4 State Champs.

Mr. Speaker, it's my honor to recognize
these young women as recipients of All-State
Honors for the sport of softball. Their accom-
plishments have brought pride to their teams,
schools, and hometowns. They have set a
positive example of what is possible for any-
one in Michigan’s First District. On behalf of
my constituents, | wish to congratulate Jayna
Hance, Kayla Rabeau, Hannah Fleming, Tay-
lor Fleming, Saige Wagner, Chloe Mallory,
Pamela Braund, Calley Selke, Liz Kendziorski,
and Jade Schultz and wish them all the best
in their future endeavors.
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CONGRATULATING LA CROSSE
FIRE CHIEF GREGG CLEVELAND
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in honor
of the career of La Crosse Fire Chief Gregg
Cleveland, who will be retiring in June of
2017. He has served as a firefighter for more
than 36 years, including 11 years as the La
Crosse Fire Chief.

Chief Cleveland’s years of service as a fire-
fighter are exemplary in every respect. He
earned an Associate Degree in Fire Protection
from Fox Valley Technical College, a Bach-
elor's degree in Business Administration from
Lakeland College, and a Master's Degree in
Public Administration from the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. He is also a graduate of
the Executive Fire Officer's program.

Chief Cleveland began his career more than
three decades ago with the Menasha Fire De-
partment. He then served as Chief of the
Marshfield Fire Department for 15 years, and
later took over as chief of the La Crosse Fire
Department in 2006. In addition to this service
in fire departments, Chief Cleveland has also
been active in other firefighting organizations,
including the Wisconsin State Fire Chiefs As-
sociation, where he served as President and
advocated for the organization on numerous
issues. He also served with the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA), where he was
a member of NFPA’'s North Central Regional
Fire Code Development Committee, and
served as Secretary of NFPA’s Fire Service
Section.

Under Chief Cleveland’s leadership, the City
of La Crosse has seen numerous changes for
the better in the fire service industry. In 2014,
the La Crosse Fire Department received inter-
national accreditation, demonstrating the qual-
ity of the Department. That same year, he was
instrumental in consolidating the La Crosse
Building and Inspection Department into the
Fire Department, which created a new Division
of Fire Prevention and Building Safety. He
also helped the Department lead the way on
health issues, making the Department one of
the first in the state to carry an opioid over-
dose antidote.

Chief Cleveland’s leadership was crucial to
the City of La Crosse when the city faced
emergency situations and natural disasters.
These included an EF2 tornado that struck the
south side of La Crosse in 2011 and a build-
ing explosion on the north side of the city in
2014. Thanks to Chief Cleveland’s leadership,
the City of La Crosse has been able to re-
cover from these situations and continue to
grow and prosper.

It has been an honor for me to serve as
U.S. Representative for Wisconsin’s Third
Congressional District during Chief Cleve-
land’s tenure in La Crosse. He will be greatly
missed by the La Crosse Fire Department and
the people he helped throughout his career.
On behalf of my constituents in Wisconsin and
a grateful nation, | would like to thank and
commend Chief Cleveland for his years of
service in the fire service industry. | wish him
and his family all the best in his retirement.
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HONORING GEORGEANN COWLES
EISKAMP

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Santa Cruz County Farm Bu-
reau’s Farmer of the Year for 2017, Ms.
Georgeann Cowles Eiskamp. Georgeann
owns Cowles Berry Farm, where she and her
family grow berries. The Santa Cruz County
Farm Bureau selected her for this honor, and
presents this award annually to farmers who
contribute beyond their normal duties in serv-
ice to their community.

Born and raised in Watsonville, California,
Georgeann graduated from Watsonville High
School in 1957 and earned her Bachelor of
Science degree from Purdue University in
1971. In 1999, she returned to Watsonville to
work on her father's ranch. During this time,
Georgeann learned the farming industry from
the ground up, from weeding to bookkeeping.
When Georgeann’s father passed away in
2006, she took over farming operations at
Cowles Berry Farm, making her a 5th genera-
tion farmer. In addition to berries, Georgeann
has grown Syrah wine grapes and had a suc-
cessful wine submission at the 2008 Santa
Cruz County Fair.

Georgeann is a model of productive civic
engagement, and serves her community in a
myriad of ways. She serves as the Founding
Co-Chair of the Down to Earth Women Lunch-
eon Committee, which raises funds for local
agricultural education programs. Additionally,
Georgeann currently serves on the Board of
Directors for the educational organization Agri-
culture. This remarkable organization based in
Watsonville operates numerous programs that
raise awareness about the complexities of the
agriculture industry in an easily accessible
way. In particular, the “Focus Agriculture” pro-
gram, a first-in-the-nation program, provides
opportunities for community leaders to partici-
pate in an intensive program to learn about a
broad spectrum of agriculture topics. | had the
chance to participate in this award-winning
program, and have found the lessons |
learned there to be very helpful to me as a
member of the House Agriculture Committee.
Georgeann is also an active member of the
Watsonville Rotary Club and regularly leads
fundraising efforts for wonderful causes in her
community and around the world. Some of
these causes include support for victims of the
2010 Haitian earthquake, new vans for Ren-
aissance High School, and providing medical
care and clean water to a village in Peru.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
Georgeann Cowles Eiskamp as the Santa
Cruz County Farm Bureau’s 2017 Farmer of
the Year. | am sure we will continue to hear
more of her great work in the community for
years to come.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON
JAE-IN

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
welcome South Korean President Moon Jae-in
on his first trip to the United States.

South Korea is one of our staunchest allies
and has been an excellent friend to the United
States. | recently had the awesome oppor-
tunity to visit South Korea and was able to
meet with many different government officials
to hear more about the issues and concerns
that are confronting the region. While there
are several pressing concerns facing South
Korea, and the region, if we remain committed
as allies and friends we will continue to see
peace and stability.

| know that President Trump and President
Moon will have an excellent, friendly, and pro-
ductive meeting. | look forward to continuing to
support South Korea as a Member of Con-
gress and hope that President Moon enjoys
his time in the United States.

———————

TRIBUTE TO DAVID COX, BOY
SCOUTS 2017 DANIEL BOONE VI-
SIONARY AWARD RECIPIENT

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate a remarkable leader
in southern and eastern Kentucky, Mr. David
Cox, upon receiving the 2017 Daniel Boone
Visionary Award presented by the Boy Scouts
of America Daniel Boone Council.

The Daniel Boone Visionary Award was de-
veloped to recognize community leaders who
make significant contributions to improve the
local district, including Whitley, Laurel, Knox,
Bell, Clay, Harlan and Jackson counties. The
award recipients are recognized for their con-
tributions to economic growth, education and
leadership development in our youth.

David Cox is a worthy recipient of this pres-
tigious award due to the tremendous vision
and leadership he has exemplified as Super-
intendent of the Corbin Independent School
System. He has dedicated 25 years as an ed-
ucator and administrator for the Corbin Inde-
pendent School System and in less than two
years at the helm, students are making
marked improvements. Currently, the Corbin
Independent School System is ranked fourth
out of 173 school districts in the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, based on the Kentucky
Core Content Test, placing the district in the
state’s 98th percentile for achievement. Addi-
tionally, Corbin Redhounds consistently rank
among the top in the state for College and Ca-
reer Readiness preparation and average ACT
scores. Not only do they excel in academics,
but students achieve incredible success in arts
and athletics as they rank among the state
elite each year as well.

Mr. Cox continues to lead his high per-
forming students and staff by living the
school’s motto: “Striving to be the Best!” He
has worked diligently to ensure students in our
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region have access to the most innovative
technology, advanced facilities and the very
best opportunities for education.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the outstanding con-
tributions that David Cox has made in edu-
cating our future leaders in southern and east-
ern Kentucky, and the inspiration and drive he
instills in them to give back to their commu-
nities—a core mission of the Boy Scouts. Con-
gratulations to David Cox on receiving the
2017 Daniel Boone Visionary Award.

RECOGNIZING CINDA KLICKNA
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Cinda Klickna, a
friend, educator, public servant, and president
of the lllinois Education Association. After a
long and successful career, Cinda will be retir-
ing later this year.

Cinda’s career began in Springfield, lllinois,
where she taught high school English and Ad-
vanced Placement Literature. In 1997, she
was awarded the lllinois State Genealogical
Society Community Service Award for her
classroom’s research of an abandoned ceme-
tery at Lake Sangchris.

After leaving the classroom, Cinda started
with the IEA as a legislative intern, working
with the late State Senator Vince Demuzio,
State Representative Richard Reilly, and State
Senator Terry Bruce. Before becoming an IEA
officer, Cinda served on the IEA Board of Di-
rectors, the National Education Association
Board of Directors, and as president of the
Springfield Education Association. Additionally.
she has chaired committees on Partnerships
for Educational Innovation and the Legislative
Committee for the IEA, as well as the Mem-
bership Services and Affiliate Relationships for
the NEA.

Cinda has been recognized as the first
teacher to serve as the chair of the Education
Committee for the Greater Springfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, and her public service
has extended to membership on United Way
Board.

| am honored to recognize Cinda’s accom-
plishments and her dedication to education
and the lllinois Education Association. Best
wishes for a happy retirement.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF BRENDA
WOOD

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to Brenda B. Wood, a premier
broadcast journalist, one of the best in our re-
gion, who has been a newsmaker and news
breaker in the Atlanta metro area since 1988.
She decided to retire this year after dedicating
over 40 years to her career, but | understand
she will be returning to the small screen to
work on special creative projects. We want to
pay tribute to her as she moves into this next
phase of her contribution to metropolitan At-
lanta.
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